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is an old National Socialist principle, as Hitler has
unreservedly confessed in his autobiography.

When the Berliners woke one morning, they read
a huge appeal on all the advertising pillars : unknown
aeroplanes had shown themselves over the capital,
thrown down anti-German fly-sheets and had then
disappeared leaving no trace.

* To-day' (the appeal went on)' it is only our oppo-
nents' fly-sheets, but to-morrow it will be bombs.
Germans, arm yourselves, form air-protection sections.1
Goring had given the German people the Air Protection
Union; it was now every German's duty to become a
member of this Union.

And so it started. It was true that no one had seen
the mysterious ghostly flyers, no one had found a single
one of their fly-sheets, no one had heard a sound of the
air police getting on the track of the strange machines.
But the lie was spread through the press, the wireless,
lectures, and, indeed, the whole propaganda apparatus.

If the Reich Air Protection Union had been given
a good start, what had to be done now was to follow
along the path chosen. In the big towns they went
ahead quickly and with decision, the voluntary mem-
bership being changed to a compulsory one. The
towns were divided up into town-sections, street-
sections, house-groups, and finally single houses.
Each house was given an air defence watch, every
house-group a leader besides. Every tenant was
compelled to enter the Air Protection Union and pay
quite a heavy subscription. In this way Goring killed,
two birds with one stone. On the one hand air defence
was paid for by the people, on the other every house
was allotted a trustworthy man, who not only was a